Upfront Therapies and Downstream Effects: Navigating Late Effects in Childhood Cancer Survivors in the Current Era.
As survival rates of those diagnosed with childhood cancer improve over time, the number of long-term survivors continues to grow. Advances have not only been made in the upfront treatment of childhood cancer, but also in the identification and treatment of late complications that may arise as a result of the chemotherapy, radiotherapy, or surgical interventions required to provide a cure. As new therapies emerge that are often more targeted to cancerous cells while sparing healthy tissues, the hope is that cure can be achieved without the same long-term side effects for survivors. However, much is unknown regarding how these novel interventions will impact patients in the years to come. It is critical that we continue to follow patients treated with new modalities in order to identify and treat the long-term complications that may arise in future childhood cancer survivors.